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WHEN "Baby" BeBt.to be accurate,
Annie Livingstone Bent-Smith-

v- Carroll,' the lovely daughter of
Mrs. Clermont Livingstone Best and pro¬
tege of the late Mrs. Astor.was married
Just the other day to Mr W. Sackett Duell,
Jr., of Philadelphia, all fashionable society
of New York and Newport sighed and won¬

dered whether her tumultuous matrimonis'
career had at last ended in a haven of peace.
5"or Mr. Duell Is a manufacturer with a

large fortune; he lias no particular social
ambitions, although his family is one of
the best; he is much older than "Baby"
and therefore, perhaps, can guide her
along the sometimes rocky path of matri¬

mony, finding clear trails in which she will
not stub her pretty toes and stumble.as
was certainly not the case with her when
under the guidance of her two former

husbands.
Also the sun shone upon their wedding,

_ud the old -saw says "Unhappy the bride
it rains upon".and die) it not rain upon
each of her former wedding days? Straws
show which way the wind blows and it
may be that the state of the weather does
have something to do with happy mar¬

riages. In these ouija-board ruled days
who knows what is truth and what is not?
But seldom in the complicated annals

of fashionable society has one short span
of life been so tumultuous, so crowded with
trouble' as the past twelve years have
been for "Baby." Dimpled and chubby in
her cradle, she was called even then by
tins afl'ectiortate sobriquet. Newport kept
the pet name for her as the best fitting.
"Baby" Best she has be: 11 all tbrough her
life.

Tier troubles began very er""ly, in spite
Of the fart tV«r sin- wbf b 't "f Mrs;
Astor's. uti" pop lrir ii. the Newport
colony as \ 11 !'t-w VcA, end that
her mo'lier eir'e every sacrifice to

provide the.'In.;' i "I W"! > 1 K"6S*
sary to the mi" *>f Hon Me I'Ud.

Mrs. Besi M' ry Too or,
a cousin of" «'e; Mrs. Wh'tn .;
Warren and i member r>| a I'.tmily wb re

wealth and soc il ,1 »vcrc birth¬
rights. But Co'one; . f the I nit >d
States Army h«:.' no "1 h i I
married hin' fn lov v. as ihe
only child of thi r.n: viid as she
grew up he; mother «. .:iiI¦ l that She
should have the povltkm i' mine entitled
her to. leas< d a small, iiaroctive cottage
on Bellevue avenue. Newport, and bent
every nerve to place end keep "Paby" in
the set to w lich sh° w*ns born.

It was a 1 ird strangle. for the daughter
needed pretty elothes. and plenty of them.
She needed, first, a smart phaeton, and
later an ele trie runabout. And she had
them. Her coinintr-out party in Newport
was as perfectly done as that of any rich
man's daughter.
The late Mrs. Astor. then in her declin¬

ing years, took her tip and set the seal of
her approval by inviting her to the always
famous mid-season ball giv"en at Beech-
wood. At this ball Colonel John Jacob
Astor signalled Miss Best out for special
attention, and even the newly rich mem¬

bers of the colony understood that this
debutante was not to tie ignored. Her
first Summer, wan. therefore, very bril¬
liant. and wh£n Mrs Best look a house
on East Seventy-ninth street for the height
of the New Yorjt season "Baby's" star rose

high In the Keavena
Everything depended, of.course, on hri

making a g<>«ri niiirrkiae. which mean* c.ip
turlng a ri< 1* tWsNand.
Again Mr*. Astdii1 favored hei. an f .Mrs.

Stuyvesant Ktth. Just coming Into social
power, was Vi«jt kUid to the *iri. Every
thing was rWinf hjr bar frier T« and rela
tlves to kewp Ml1*!" Heat In the linielighi
and provide * ^itaJafaetOry hUFxnnd

.But. alas. MM .Mtt>s»ary mill .uiaire did
not appear. ni14 wjien the Newport sensor

once more i^f\W i»roui)d there much
unhapplness,»ih* ttofr1 Heit 1; itiily. iiow
ever, being fajl'fcljv train. I. Mi-s B< <1 put
a smiling f> f«$-ward and' talked of the
undeslralillliy rif early marriages

Society * ^ rt*»t fooled and suddenly p.
suitor mate talizH, Only, alas h" j*ut>
Alfred Holi.iook, a must vwiiihy >oung

/

man of good family,
who had not a cent to
bless himself with.
Society will always
insist that this was
the one truly great
and only love affair in
"Baby" Best's life.
For two years she
kept Holbrook at her
feet, seemingly loath
to send him away and
yet afraid to marry
him.
When things had

reached a desperate
state In Mrs. Best's
affairs a miracle hap¬
pened. Came one day
a most personable
youth, Eli Yale-Smith
by name, who fell
madly in love with
Miss Best. As a son
of Wellington Smith,
millionaire manufac¬
turer of Lenox, Mass.,
the young man ful¬
filled every financial
expectation of the
troubled girl, and, urged Into it by her rel¬
atives and her dire needs, she broke with
Holbrook and announced her engagement
to Yale-Smith.

Following his last meeting with the girl
he adored, Alfred Holbrook went to his
hotel and shot himself through the head!
The marriage was celebrated in Grace

Church on the stormiest day of the Winter.
Ten days later events came fast and

thick and proved that the rain omen had
been only too well founded. The mother,
quietly recovering from the strain of the
wedding and happily looking forward to
some peace of mind, was called to the tel¬
ephone. , Long distance was calling her.
At the other end of the Wire her daughter
frantically told her that Eli had no money
and his father refused to send him any.
They had to have it at once for their hotel
bill and travelling expenses.
Down fell poor Mrs. Best's house of

cards. Heartbroken she secured funds and
telegraphed her daughter to return home
with her husband. In the end Mrs. Best
found that she had to pay even for the
diamond engagement ring blazing on her
'iauMter's finger.

in .June, ju'-r seven months from the day
of her marruitie. Annie Best Smith secured
a divorce from her husband, and, poorer
i*; every wav. she joined her mother In
Newport. Shortly after this Yale-Smith,
as he now styled himself, went into bank¬
ruptcy and betook himself to Furope. lie
figured in several sensational financial epi¬
sodes, being arrested in London for non¬

payment of his hotel bill, and later, on his
return, was azain arrested on the charge
of the Biackstone Hotel in Chicago, where
it was alleged he passed a fraudulent
check.
These latter episodes, however, did not

concern his ex-wife, for she had already
won her freedom and was considering a

second marriage. Two years after her
divorce Mrs. Annie Best, as she called
herself, by consent of the courts, an¬
nounced her engagement to Arthur Car-
toll, son of General Howard Carroll, of
New York, whose country place at Tarry-
town is one of the show places on the
Hudson River.

This engagement delighted both the
dair*!)' er and her mother lor the Carrolls
were absolutely all right socially; theylii'd great wealth and, incidentally, were
*" exceedingly worth-while family from

$ vy viewpoint.
it nee more the future gleamed brightly.

Aifh '.r's pror'M'il altered all her >orld
Stid "Baby" fle.-l lost no time In letting It
.income known But again misfortune
looni"d ahead Mrs. Carroll, born a duitgh-
ter >f John Marin, was u home-loving wo-
<ii« ,i! ultra-conservative standards and
trt\ditlo:.fl
The general threatened to disinherit him

: >d his mother nleait'd and wept. All to no
itvail, thi' engagement stood and cards for
the wed ling were Issued The ceremony
wag performed in Mrs. Best's home Wnd
was attended only by members rtf the
bride's family, although one of Arthur Car¬
roll's brothers acted as best man

For the second time "Baby" Best was
iwnkitisT on future*.

For several rnonlus ever) tinny ran

O .The Corsage* Falls Con¬
siderably
When She
Becomes
Mrs. Eli Yale
Smith.

smoothly. Young Mrs. Carndl visited her
new relation* and b« ame popular among
thp Carroll following She seemed glad
anil relieved to have .. ¦ -hunce to l« .id tin-
well-regulated lire oi tl.ls conservative
family. Arthur's position with his futher s
firm gave him a good Income ai"' there
seemed little chance for iinliai pin

Mut ivtntnill) Mrs Arthur h«gan iip
ping back Into tlio ^et she had lrr<)iientod
as ¦ lilMim, It vms * nay cvoA 'l. utterly
repugnant to the Carrol'
even Arllmr protested Hut
did no good. Mrs. Arthur
completely with her "m ia>v
fied herself entirely with it
Mi d; Nat " illy, .\rthttr vnt'wlth her
and oily to speedily Newport wonio:.
who hi I kepi with her T r her mother's

*»,/» /r
("imp hatI
£tu d.%o

sake calmly
dropped her
from their call¬
ing lists.
Things went

from bad to
worse. #Arthur,s
salary, that
seemed large
enough when he
and his wife
practically lived

J.As Mrs. Carroll
the Shoulder
Straps Have
Been Entirely Dis-
pen?ed with as

Have Also Been
tlie Sleeves.

wl.trd*. "id
prole 'u*
Inally h
and Idptti;-
Mb'Knscula

3A .. I. with his family,.As Mrs. Carroll amounted to
* i. cl.,.1 very little as an

independent sup¬
port. There
¦were quarrels
and bitter re¬
criminations Of
course, the end
came.

A fev short years after >> curing
tlrst dlverce mle Best Smith Carroll
airal ) ^ ilivo c«r free to live her own
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H> st Carroll discovered.

;hv h; « «el<l"m bei-r In the
h I) iriiu our months of ti'hllnj

il t.h« ijiital war work and. so 'nr as
!. nv liVed quietly umK'i her

. it.4. In a way. society per ue
her existence. New \w<r1i

iicw nl.'s occupied Its altentiou,
(Ci tt».u ... n.i I-1 il(ilu S'rtliiu. Oit ii' Mnlnln Riflih CiiMatiAi

¦And as Mri. Duell, as This Painting by Halmi Shows. M ich, P luch
More Has Vanished in the Steady Downward March of the
Decolletage.

and certainly no one expected her to
"come back."

Six months ago Mother Best, it was

noticed, began to look happy once more,
but her daughter remained consistently in
the background. No one suspected that a

third husband was really in sight. Hut,
as such things do happen occasionally in
real life, a rift was appearing in the dark
clouds. His name was W. Sackott Duel!,
a New York«r by birth, but a Philadel¬
phia!! by adoption.
And Mrs. Rest Carroll met him through

her war work. He was older than herself,
a man of standing and utterly unbittnn by
any social bug. In every way he differed
from the men she had formerly married,
and there seemed no point of contact be¬
tween the two.

But strange things happen In r»>al life*
The rather staid, matter-of-fuct Philadel¬
phia saw beneath the surfa -e of tlio di¬
vorcee and fell in love with her.
Whether she turned to him as a safe

haven or whether she truly loved him,
even society did not know. But a few
weeks nxn the engagement was announced
and within tVree davg the marriage was

performed. The Warren fanii'v forgave
the past and attended the sun;>le cere¬

mony. thus setting Its approval on Mr.
1'uell.
"Baby" Best in now beginning her third

matrimonial adventure. Because of her
expel leni-/»M «hc must h ve learned much.
At |r-v I l^urn nme«h",i? hns
bauds Mild don. tic II,l SociMy »uj « that

if she has profited any by her t nibly
hard lessons there is every reason fur her
to make a suecess of her thld trial. Close
friends of the past say that if she ha J had
¦children by Arthur Carroll I cr second ven¬
ture would probably not have gone to
smash.
More than one woman h >s found safety

in babies, and every one is liordnp t!>ar ¦»*
Mrs. Duell the once "Habj"' ltest w II sot
ab(»ut furnishing a nurscr
On the surface the btide and bride

groom are very happy, an l !? may that
at last her tumultuous iuc:rlnionia! rxperi-
ences are nt an end.

After ea h of tliese m. trlin i, I tl < nevi
encos "B:»by" wag certainly foi w ile a

chastened »n' 't 'V rhaps not fnr '.on *. but
still for a wlii' v .'! fyen .<« It y '>;'an
to tottoo a rather 'I'mh, Mr A wgjra
noted for th. >.; r >»t n)i!
a st-u'iK" phetio.. - 11 ntii eat
As one iriend pu
"The more oxp^rii-ne* 'V » v < u

matrimony the less !. vi i %o "Mini
to hi'"'
Hark In the d.'x j ,. Mi nbood hoi

.loco I let a to was v> ^ . In'^ed A-'
Mrs. Smith It ti '.le : > a

" Vs
Mrs. <'arn 'I vh' d*- > i 'er
sfrat>» urd slnv« ¦ r. .jr :'inn . n
at th. f t mo '-om I ". ilh
their e: '.'it;' of ( (' id,- i?
and vtry mr do>* . ;t t
niotir artist Hp' - i' iv. of her d
her it -r>l]r<ta*(» «¦ c v,,d to l< i.
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in tncac daya ut
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